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ease at which the cerebral membranes become affected. 
Recoveries are fairly frequent. Mercury and the iodides 
form the best treatment. The affection of the cerebral 
membranes may be either at the vertex or base, or both. 
The disease occurs most frequently in the cooler parts of 
the year. There is some evidence for considering these 
cases to be associated with epidemic meningitis, and for 
considering that the cause of both may be diplococcus 
pneumonias. A. P. 

CLINICAL. 

In an Analysis of 250 Cases of Epilepsy , Dr. 

R. K. Macalester 1 gives the following data: Etiology: 
Heredity was recorded in 30J of the cases; excesses 
in 44 cases; infantile convulsions in 27; traumatism in 
24; phthisis in 20; acute febrile diseases in 17; infantile 
hemiplegia in 16; fright and shock in 11; birth (long, 
hard labor, instruments, etc.) in 10; gastro-intestinal af¬ 
fections in 4; exposure to high temperature in 4; chorea 
in 3 ; syphilis in 3 ; pregnancy in 2 ; abortion in 1 ; meno¬ 
pause in 3 ; rhachitis in 2; vaccination in 1, and bad food 
in 1 case. Thus, a cause either predisposing or excit¬ 
ing, or both, was ascertained in about half of the cases. 
Excesses occupy quite a prominent position among the 
causes. Sex: 138 males, 112 females. Age at onset, dur¬ 
ing first 5 years of life, 26;/; from 5 to 10 years, 13]-)/— 
together, 39J7,'; from 10 to 20 years, 337/; from 20 to 40 
years, 24]-)/; above 40 years, 3 if. The first decade of 
life gives the highest ratio, viz., 39J7/ of the total num¬ 
ber, which is at variance with the statistics of all other 
observers, excepting Starr, 2 who, in a collection of 167 
cases, found 51 as beginning in the first, and 46 in the 
second decade. It will be further observed that during 
the first 5 years of life double as many cases developed 
as during the following 5 years—a much higher propor¬ 
tion than that reported by others. Symptomatology: 
Aura, although evidently investigated in the majority 
of cases, was recorded in only 42. Character of Attacks: 
Grand mal, 417/; mixed forms, 32J7 f, petit mal 167,!; 
grand mal with Jacksonian epilepsy, 677/; rotatory in 
2, and physical epilepsy in 6 cases. Frequency of Attacks: 
1 or 2 attacks monthly, 26.(7/ i irregular and in groups, 
247/; 1 or more attacks daily, r 7-4-7); 1 or more attacks 

1 Notes on 250 Cases of Epilepsy, New York Medical Journal, 
January 27 and February 24, 1S94. 

4 Starr : Familiar Forms of Nervous Diseases. 
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weekly, VjC ( , and 1 or more attacks yearly, 15 'f. Time of 
Attacks: Diurnal and nocturnal, 46-ffi; diurnal, 3 yif, and 
nocturnal The mental condition was impaired in 

36 cases. Stigmata were recorded in 29; hemiplegia in 16, 
and post-epileptic hemiplegia in 6 cases. 

M. enumerates four interesting cases of psychical 
epilepsy, and emphasizes the importance of being able 
to diagnosticate this form correctly. In regard to treat¬ 
ment, he concludes that our old standby, the bromides, 
still ranks the first in our therapeutic armamentarium, 
but Flechsig’s new opium treatment—of which we shall 
presently gain more important information fron Dr. 
Joseph Collins—gives promise of a most important addi¬ 
tion to our therapeutics. J. C. 

Dr. Jul. Althaus, of London (Deutsche Med. Woch- 
ensehr March 29, 1894), proposes to substitute the name 
of Neurasthenia by Encephalasthcnia , because the former 
is unpopular and not precise. Neurasthenia means 
weakness of the nerves, whereas the disease under con¬ 
sideration is due to failure of brain power, characterized 
by irritability, and diminution of the muscular strength. 
A. advocates the theory of a diminished production of 
animal electricity in connection with failure of brain 
power. R. K. M. 

Modified Fpilejtsg. —Dr. Chouppe {La Medecinc 
Mod., April 18, 1894) observed the following case: Until 
1873, a woman had 120 to 150 convulsive attacks yearly. 
Then pot. brom. was administered (6.0 pro die.), and con¬ 
tinued ever since. The following year she had 60 at¬ 
tacks, the following 6. Since 1875 she has only one at¬ 
tack yearly. At the same Lime as the epileptic seizures 
disappeared the patient experienced attacks of vertigo, 
which were always accompanied by involuntary emis¬ 
sions of urine of over a litre at a time. Such seizures 
occur four to six times yearly. R. K. M. 

Chorea and Infections. —Dr. Haushalter (La Med. 
Mod., May 20, 1894) observed a case of chorea in a boy 
suffering from a fissura ani with inquinal lymphomata, 
and another case in a girl affected with mumps and con¬ 
secutive initial endocarditis. He concludes that chorea 
may arise from the virus of various infections. 

R. K. M. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

Clinical Forms of Mental Troubles Following 
Acute Diseases. —Drs. E. Regis and A. Chevalier-La- 



